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Community Needs & Kindergarten Readiness in Yoncalla 

 

 What did we learn about students? 

Kindergartners who entered school in Fall 2012 showed 
strengths in: 

 Vocabulary 

 Rhyming and letter sound knowledge 

 Everyday math skills like problem-solving 

However, many of these students also started the year 
with gaps in other areas, such as: 

 Beginning letter sound knowledge 

 Letter naming skills 

 Early math skills, like counting, shapes, and simple 
addition and subtraction 

 Self-regulation skills, like impulse control 

By the end of the school year, however, the majority of 
students were doing much better in each of these 
areas, showing substantial growth during the school 
year. 

 

What did we learn about families? 

Yoncalla families shared both strengths and challenges 
related to raising young children in the community.  

Family strengths included: 

 Parents of kindergartners were interested in 
increasing their level of involvement both with the 
school and with their child’s learning, and expressed 

Yoncalla Early Works (YEW) is a project 
designed to improve school readiness and 
achievement by developing and putting in 
place community-driven services and 
supports for children ages birth to 8 and 
their families.  

Starting in Fall 2012, researchers from 
Portland State University worked with 
Yoncalla Elementary, The Ford Family 
Foundation, and the Children’s Institute 
to conduct a needs and resource 
assessment – that is, to gather 
information about the Yoncalla 
community from parents, teachers, 
service providers, and children. 

The purpose of the community needs and 
resources assessment was to:  

 Establish a snapshot of the 
community in order to measure 
how things change over time 

 Bring in key voices and 
perspectives 

 Lay the foundation for planning 
services and supports for children 
and families by identifying 
strengths and needs of Yoncalla 

This was accomplished by: 

 Listening to a broad range of 
community members, including 
parents, teachers, and other 
providers working with young 
children 

 Collecting information on 
kindergartners’ school readiness 

 Examining school achievement 
records 



 
 

Center for Improvement of Child and Family Services 
Yoncalla Community Needs & Resources Assessment: September 2013 Fact Sheet 

a desire to learn from other communities about 
programs and to explore what might be possible in 
Yoncalla 

 Parents expressed a desire to see Yoncalla 
revitalized through community improvement 
efforts, intergenerational linkages, and parent 
leadership 

 Screen time and electronics use decreased over the 
school year. Incoming kindergartners averaged 2.3 
hours of daily screen time at Fall entry, dropping to 
an average of 1.7 hours per day in the Spring. The 
American Academy of Pediatrics recommends no 
more than 2 hours of screen media time per day for 
children over 2 years of age.1 

At the same time, significant challenges were noted: 

 Many parents and other caregivers in Yoncalla 
struggle with poverty. Two-thirds (67%) of Yoncalla 
children under the age of 18 are living below the 
poverty line. 

 Over the school year, daily reading decreased 
dramatically among parents of kindergartners –31% 
of parents in the Fall, and 8% of parents in Spring 
2013 reported reading to their child daily. 
Nationally, about half (49%) of parents report daily 
reading to children.2 

 Over the school year, education achievement 
expectations dropped among parents of 
kindergartners – 62% of parents in the Fall, 
dropping to 38% in Spring 2013, thought their 
kindergartner would finish a 4-year college degree. 
In rural areas, about 63% of parents report this level 
of expectation for educational attainment.3  

What did we learn about the school 

and community? 

Both opportunities and challenges exist in Yoncalla to 
build, strengthen, and support relationships between 
parents, the school, and the broader Yoncalla 
community: 
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 Parents and teachers are both excited about 
working together, while also expressing frustrations 
in trying to build connections in the past 

 Parents want improved, more frequent 
communication with the school, and to feel more 
welcomed by the school 

 Teachers want parents to be interested and 
participate in school-related functions and see 
educational success as important 

 Early childhood service providers in the community 
are enthusiastic about the Yoncalla Early Works 
project and want to strengthen their relationship 
with Yoncalla Elementary 

 Yoncalla currently has a narrow range of low-cost 
or free, early childhood, family-friendly activities, 
and barriers exist to starting new programs 

 “Dr. Seuss Night”, which was held during the school 
year, was an example of a successful mix of 
education, child-driven excitement, and fun 
activities to engage a large number of families to 
participate in a school-based activity 

How can you get your child ready 

for kindergarten? 

Here are three important things you can do: 

1. Read with your child every day.  

2. Talk and sing with your child. 

3. Play counting games. 

Do you want to learn more or get 

involved? 

Yoncalla is currently planning more early childhood 
learning options and family involvement opportunities 
in the community. Your input is important! 

For more information about Yoncalla Early Works, and 
how you can get involved, contact Jerry Fauci at 
Yoncalla Elementary, 541-849-2158 or 
jerry.fauci@yoncalla.k12.or.us, or Molly Day at the 
Children’s Institute, 503-219-9034 or 
molly@childinst.org. You can also visit www.early-
works.org. 
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